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Dear friends,

Access to free civil legal aid plays a vital ‘role in
ensuring equal access to justice. At Legal Aid of
Arkansas, we help legions of low-income individuals
and families facing critical civil legal problems. The
number exceeded 8,000 in 2024 and the need
continues to grow each year.

As we enter 2025, big changes to the civil legal aid delivery
system are in store. After 60 years of outstanding service,
the Center for Arkansas Legal Services will sunset at the
Lee Richardson end of the year and Legal Aid of Arkansas will become a
Executive Director statewide program, offering services in all 75 counties.

While serving the entire state is daunting, we are well equipped to meet the challenge. Legal Aid
will become the fourth largest law firm in Arkansas. We are skilled at leveraging the resources we
are provided to have the most impact on those we serve. We endeavor to provide the highest
volume of services possible while remaining focused on working upstream to alleviate potential
downstream consequences such as homelessness and increased reliance on public assistance.

The legal system can be complex and intimidating. We make sure that the humblest among us is
the peer of the most affluent when seeking access to justice. We build confidence in the rule of
law, the great equalizer that assures an orderly society, and the cornerstone of this great Republic
in which we live.

We will continue to address issues that impact people's lives by preventing wrongful evictions and
ensuring safe living conditions, assisting with child custody, domestic violence and other family-
related matters, helping families access essential healthcare benefits, and protecting against
consumer fraud. These are just a few of the issues we assist with that help families maintain
stability and security in their lives.

Free civil legal aid is a crucial component of a thriving society. It safeguards fundamental rights and
strengthens communities. We look forward to your support and input as we launch into a new era
for Legal Aid in Arkansas.

Sincerely,

e (ko



ABOUT US

WHO WE ARE OUR MISSION

Legal Aid of Arkansas started out as Jackson County Legal The mission of Legal“Aid of

Services in 1967. Through expansion and merger, the Arkansas is to champion equal

current configuration was created in 2002. justice for low-income individuals
and communities to remedy the

Legal Aid is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization that provides conditions that burden them.

free legal services to low-income individuals residing in the
state of Arkansas in civil (hon-criminal) cases. Legal Aid has
offices in 7 locations, serving 31 of the 75 counties in
Northern and Eastern Arkansas.

Legal Aid works together with The Center for Arkansas Legal
Services and the Arkansas Access to Justice Commission to
provide civil legal aid to all Arkansans.
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LOCATIONS

Harrison
205 West Stephenson
Harrison, AR 72601

Jonesboro
714 South Main Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Newport
202 Walnut Street
Newport, AR 72112

Springdale
1200 Henryetta
Springdale, AR 72762

West Memphis
310 Mid Continent Plaza, Ste 420
West Memphis, AR 72301

Arkansas Children’s Hospital
1 Children’s Way, Slot 695
Little Rock, AR 72202

Fair Housing Office
2725 Cantrell, Ste 104
I Legal Aid of Arkansas Service Area Little Rock, AR 72202




2024 IMPACT

PROGRAM IMPACT 21,367 a3» Financial Benefit
8,161@ @@ | Houchodmembers | §5,020,067.57
cases closed children 9,218 recovered or avoided

PRACTICE AREAS & SPECIAL PROJECTS

® Domestic Justice
3,404 (42%)

@® Consumer Protection
1,791 (22%)

Housing Justice

Veterans Legal Services
149 cases closed

Medical-Legal Partnership
488 cases closed

1,661 (20%) Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic
® Economic Justice 199 cases closed
924 (11% . . .
(1) Fair Housing Project
@® Pro Bono 153 cases closed
381 (5%)

Project case numbers are subsets of overall cases and provided to illustrate the impact of these projects.

2,188 X 1,893 8,709 INTAKES IN 2024

Survivors of Households with a ,
Domestic Violence child under 5 years We completed 4860 helpine

intakes, 1,171 online intakes,
547 inperson intakes, and 4,860
2131 intakes from referrals Helpllne

1 008 &1,' and outreach events. Calls
Cllents affected by Households at or
OUD or SUD below 100% poverty

350+ OUTREACH EVENTS

including 5 CLE Presentations
1,775@ 649 i "- 38 Legal Education Presentations

Senior Citizens US Veterans 280 Client facing outreach events




PRACTICE AREAS

DOMESTIC JUSTICE

Legal Aid's Domestic Justice Workgroup is committed to promoting the stability
and well-being of individuals and families. We focus on individuals impacted by
domestic violence and adverse childhood experiences through legal
representation, advocacy, and outreach.

Domestic Justice 9,513 a2 Financial Benefit
3,404 @@ @ | Houchdmembes | §269,224
cases closed children 4,794 recovered or avoided

Legal Aid helped
502 families
with guardianship
issues in 2024.
Guardianships
safeguard against
abuse and
neglect, ensuring
security and well-
being.

A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME

Audra* was born with meth in her system
and spent her first two weeks of life
enduring painful withdrawals. Neither
parent could care for her, but her great-
grandmother, stepped in to provide a
safe, stable home.

For over a decade, Audra thrived with her

great-grandmother. Though her mother

remained in her life, parent time became

increasingly unsafe, and Audra’s mother 920

began to insist Audra should live with Orders of Protection

her. When her mother tried to force her

to misuse drugs, the police intervened.

566

Custody & Visitation

Audra’s great-grandmother turned to Legal
Aid. Attorney Lela Davison filed for
Emergency and Permanent Guardianship.
Thanks to her great-grandmother and Legal

Aid, Audra is safe, secure, and looking Q@ 1,079

forward to a bright future. Divorce Issues

*Details have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.



PRACTICE AREAS

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Legal Aid’s Consumer Protection Workgroup empowers low-income Arkansans
by helping them navigate legal challenges related to protecting their assets,
income, and essential resources. The workgroup focuses on protecting
consumers from debt collection practices, preventing the loss of resources
through bankruptcy, and reducing barriers by sealing criminal records.

Consumer Protection 4,873 a3 Financial Benefit
Household members
1.7910©@ | forwuneves | $3,542,820
cases closed children Wy recovered or avoided

Legal Aid helped
141 individuals
with bankruptcies
in 2024.
Bankruptcies
allow clients to
discharge or
restructure their
debt, ensuring
long-term
financial security.

LEGAL AID HELPS SCAM VICTIMS

After  struggling subsist on their
retirement, an elderly couple* decided to
try creating an on-line business they
found on the internet. Their website
developer told them that for a small fee,
they'd be making internet sales in no
time. They provided their credit card
information to pay the inexpensive fee. It
turned out the website developer was a
679 scammer, who charged for services the

Criminal Record Sealing couple did not realize they had agreed to.

The couple realized they had been

e charged thousands of dollars, and they
276 struggled to absorb the new charges.
Collection Issues Distressed, they reached out to Legal Aid.

Attorney Forrest Stolzer helped the
couple file for bankruptcy and discharge
141 their debt. The couple was able to move

. forward with a means to pay their bills.
Contracts & Warranties

I@\

*Details have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.



PRACTICE AREAS

HOUSING JUSTICE

Legal Aid’'s Housing Justice workgroup is dedicated to ensuring access to safe
and affordable housing for low-income Arkansans through legal
representation, advocacy, and education. We help people resolve landlord
issue, defend against evictions, and aid homeowners facing foreclosure to
ensure all Arkansans can attain and maintain stable housing.

Housing Justice 3,783 aan Financial Benefit
1,661@@@ | roucrodmenies | $146,007
cases closed children 1,315 recovered or avoided

Legal Aid helped
34 clients with
public housing
issues in 2024.
Legal advocacy
for PHA residents
is crucial for low-
income
household in
Arkansas.

VETERAN MAINTAINS HOUSING

Ms. Scarlet* had lived in her home for
nearly a decade when she received an
eviction notice. Concerned because her
Housing Choice voucher had been used
for the month, she turned to Legal Aid for
help. Our attorney, Kate Rieber,
explained that her landlord was legally
required to give at least 30 days’ notice.
Kate intervened, and Ms. Scarlett had 679
time to secure new housing.

Landlord Disputes

As she settled into her new home, Ms.
Scarlet received a move-out bill for nearly
$14,000. The former landlord had filed 409 ‘ E’
the bill as debt with the public housing .

authority (PHA), and they revoked her Wills & Estates !
voucher. Kate negotiated with the
landlord and the PHA to cover legitimate
costs, and her voucher was reinstated.

90
&

Powers of Attorney

*Details have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.



PRACTICE AREAS

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Legal Aid’s Economic Justice workgroup focuses on advocating for economic
security for all Arkansans through comprehensive legal representation and
community outreach. We are dedicated to improving access to public benefits and
healthcare, and advocating for employment rights. The workgroup’'s advocacy
involves litigation at all levels of state and federal courts in Arkansas.

Economic Justice 2,207 e2» Financial Benefit
Household members

9240 | 'oines | $687,784

cases closed children recovered or avoided

Legal Aid helped
66 individuals
with SNAP-related
issues in 2024.
Access to SNAP
benefits is

SNAP BENEFIT MISUNDERSTANDING

Sandi* was laid off from her job, and she
Y needed help covering food expenses. She
108, mﬂ applied for SNAP benefits and was

crucial for low- S T _ o

income to : approved. While signing her paperwork,
overcome food ' the caseworker informed her that she
Insecurity. would not need to report any changes until
her recertification in four months. Sandi
quickly found a new job and assumed she
219 could discard the recertification papers
when they arrived. She was shocked when
I Medicaid Issues DHS accused her of failing to report and

warned of fraud charges.
276 I @;. Sandi contacted Legal Aid. Attorney
Social SecurityBeneﬁts \s" Victoria Frazier quickly appealed the

overpayment and negotiated a deal to
avoid criminal penalties. In the end, Sandi

90 accepted a one-year SNAP sanction.
4 Veterans Benefits

*Details have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.




LEGAL SERVICES FOR VETERANS

Our Veterans Project helps Veterans address legal challenges that create barriers
to stable housing. Partially funded through the Veteran’s Administration, Legal Aid
provides critical legal services, attends Veterans Treatment Court, and shares a
Medical-Legal Partnership with the VA Medical Center in Fayetteville. Our Veterans
Project is supported by our entire staff. This flexibility allows us to best meet the
unique needs of our clients efficiently and effectively.

Veterans Project* 203 &30 Financial Benefit
1 49 @ @ @ Household members $1 01 , 0 1 1
o ludi
cases closed /Cnhc/' /Udr/ Q ﬁ 80 recovered or avoided

Legal Aid helped
12 Veterans with
Veterans benefit
issues in 2024.
We help Veterans

A VETERAN MAINTAINS HIS
INDEPENDENCE

An elderly** Veteran was approved for a obtain or

VA Pension with Aid and Attendance. increase their

Shortly thereafter, he was contacted by a Veterans
, Benefits they

company that offered to manage his earned.

home care payments, arranging 40 hours

of in-home care and taking his pension

each month. He appreciated the care— 20

until the company cut his hours in half

but continued taking his entire pension. Divorce Issues

He turned to Legal Aid for help, and

Paralegal/Veterans  Liaison,  Gaylynn 1 5 ‘ AY

Alden, worked to unravel the issue. The . e

Veteran closed his bank account to stop Record Sealin g —

unauthorized withdrawals, but this also
disrupted his SSA benefit deposits. We

helped him redirect his funds to a new
account, restoring his control over his

own money.

23

Landlord Disputes

*The case numbers for this project are a subset of all workgroup case
. . . numbers. The information is provided to illustrate the pressing issues
**Details have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients. affecting veterans and the impact of these services.



MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS

Legal Aid's Medical-Legal Partnerships (MLPs) create long-term solutions that
improve health indicators, reduce Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and
other issues related to housing, mainstream benefits, and educational issues.
Our MLPs are supported by our entire staff. This flexibility allows us to best
meet the unique needs of our clients efficiently and effectively

MLPs* 1,735

29 Financial Benefit

488 @ @ @ Household members 562' 796

including
cases closed children

2024 MLP LOCATIONS

Arkansas Children’s Hospital, LR

Mid-Delta Health Systems
VA Medical Center, Fayetteville

47

Adult Guardianships

51 I ofo

Social Security Benefits \\'3//

g |2
Landlord Disputes

*The case numbers for this project are a subset of all workgroup case
numbers. The information is provided to illustrate the pressing issues
affecting Arkansans and the impact of these services.

962 recovered or avoided

Arisa Health, Blytheville
Arisa Health, West Memphis

Boston Mountain Rural Health Center

BEYOND OPIOIDS

Legal Aid's Beyond Opioids Project
focuses on providing legal services to
clients in rural areas and confronting the
challenges of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)
and Substance Use Disorder (SUD).

In 2024, Boston Mountain Rural Health
Center, our partner for our Beyond
Opioid's Program, referred 53 OUD/SUD
cases.

Legal Aid continues to give priority to all
OUD/SUD cases, closing 1,008 cases in

2024.*



LOW-INCOME TAXPAYER CLINIC

Legal Aid’s Low Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) serves as a vital resource for low-
income individuals. Funded in part by the IRS, our statewide project operates as an
independent advocate for taxpayers and offers essential tax assistance to Arkansans
facing disputes with the IRS and state tax authorities. In coordination with the IRS
Taxpayer Advocate Service, we help clients resolve tax issues including audits,
collections, appeals, and innocent spouse relief. Additionally, we assist in increasing
awareness and utilization of free Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) preparation
services. Our mission is to use a combination of legal representation, community
education, and policy advocacy to ensure low-income taxpayers are able to
successfully navigate interactions with tax authorities.

LITC* 656 aa» Financial Benefit
Household members
199@0@ | feedimen $1,181,295
cases closed children recovered or avoided

*The case numbers for this project are a subset of the Consumer Protection workgroup case numbers. The information is provided to illustrate the
pressing tax issues affecting Arkansans and the impact of these services.

Consultations Language Access

Our Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic provided Our in-house Spanish and Marshallese

288 tax consultations in addition to interpreters helped more than 200

representation. clients with limited English proficiency.
COMMUNITY EDUCATION ® o

(12), Spanish (1), and Marshallese (1). Al Taxpayer Clinics

webinars were close captioned. Webinar topics REPRESENTATION * EDUCATION + ADVOCACY
included, among others, general tax education,

tax implications of disasters, and predatory FIND OUT MORE ABOUT |E| £ El
lending practices for refund anticipation loans. OUR LOW-INCOME Foe

We also helped assist at 3 IRS Problem Solving TAXPAYER CLINIC li'#ﬁl.f _

Days, and gave a live Tax 101 presentation to SCAN HERE E!ﬁi
Rogers High School students. |_

In 2024, LITC presented 14 webinars in English I IT Low Income




FAIR HOUSING PROJECT

Legal Aid's Fair Housing Project works to ensure housing opportunities for all
Arkansans. Funded in part by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), our statewide project focuses on community education, public policy initiatives,
and fair housing enforcement through legal representation and testing,.

Fair Housing®*

1530606

cases closed

337

including
children

Household members

G Financial Benefit

$53,869

recovered or avoided

120

*The case numbers for this project are a subset of the Housing Justice workgroup case numbers. The information is provided to illustrate the pressing fair

housing issues affecting Arkansans and the impact of these services.

HIGHLIGHTS

Reasonable Accommodation

We advocated for 41 clients in obtaining
reasonable accommodations and/or
modifications to their housing.

Fair Housing Testing

We conducted 106 fair housing tests in
the rental, sales, assisted living, homes,
homeless shelters, and more.

BECOME A FAIR HOUSING TESTER

Legal Aid relies on passionate independent
contractors to conduct fair housing tests in the
community, ensuring fair housing practices for all.

SCAN HERE

mezzm|
o

APPLY TODAY!

AN
ol

Fair Housing Project

Legal Add of Arkansas

Litigation
Represented more than 20 clients in

administrative proceedings, and litigated
in state and federal courts.

Fair Housing Investigations

We referred 10 cases with violations to
the fair housing rights act to HUD for
investigation.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Legal Aid's Fair Housing Project focuses on
community education to tenants, landlords,
housing authorities and legal professionals to
help raise awareness of the complex fair
housing laws. In 2024, the Fair Housing team
conducted 20 outreach and education
events. These efforts included in-person and
virtual presentations, distribution of accessible
written materials, and direct engagement with
stakeholders to provide practical guidance on
legal rights and responsibilities.



PRO BONO

Legal Aid works diligently to ensure all Arkansans have access to civil legal
services. However, limited funding and high demand means there are a lot of
unmet needs. To bridge the gap in services, we depend on private practice
attorneys to volunteer their time and expertise to provide representation to
Legal Aid clients. Our clients receive services they otherwise might not have
received, and our volunteer attorneys enhance their professional reputations -
its a win-win.

Pro Bono 991 &30 Financial Benefit
381 @ @ @ Household members $374 162
including 3 45 T .
cases closed children recovered or avoided
HIGHLIGHTS
Legal Clinics Volunteers*
56 clinics held 260+ law students and volunteer attorneys
628 people served g 1,900+ volunteer hours
347 documents created $380,000+ cash value of volunteer time
Most of our dlinics were multi-disciplinary, focusing on *Totals include volunteer attorney ‘
arange of legal issues. In addition, we held 11 criminal time on pro bono cases and legal
record sealing and 4 estate planning clinics. clinic time.

SPRING BREAK ROAD TO JUSTICE TAKE PRO BONO CASES ON PALADIN
In March 2024, Legal Aid held its annual The Arkansas Access to Justice Foundation,
Road to Justice event. The event provides offers an online portal to find and take on
valuable experience to law students while pro bono cases for low-income Arkansans.

offering critical legal services to rural

communities. SCAN HERE

We had eight law students, under attorney

supervision, provide legal assistance at SIGN UP
clinics held in Cross, Woodruff, and TODAY TO
Poinsett counties. We served 22 clients in VOLUNTEER!

three days.




A FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND VETERANS LEGAL CLINIC

On November 21st, Legal Aid of Arkansas and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs joined
forces with a remarkable coalition of legal service providers to host a groundbreaking Veterans
Legal Clinic at the Fayetteville VA Medical Center. This first-of-its-kind event, modeled after a
national initiative by the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) Veterans Task Force, provided free,
high-quality legal assistance to more than 120 veterans from Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri.

Under the leadership of Helen Gratil, Director of the statewide Beyond Opioids project, with the
support of attorneys Casey Copeland and Melissa McManus of Legal Aid of Arkansas, this clinic
ensured Veterans had access to expert legal guidance on VA benefits, estate planning, family
law, housing, and more. Veterans were matched with volunteer attorneys and Veterans Service
Officers (VSOs), receiving direct assistance on critical legal matters that impact their lives.

The event's success was a testament to the
collaboration of five LSC-funded legal aid
providers, private attorneys, and dedicated
law students. More than two dozen
volunteer attorneys, staff from five legal aid
programs, Kutak Rock, Tyson Foods, and
other private firms, generously provided
their expertise and services at no charge.
Attorneys from Arkansas Access to Justice,
the UniverSity of Arkansas School of LaW: From left: Ivan Justiniano-Rivera, Graduate Law Fellow, LSC, Helen Gratil,
and the Fayetteville VA staff also played a Director of Beyond Opioids, CALS, Nick Hasenfus, Tech Transactions & IP

Licensing Attorney, Holland & Knight, Ilp, Stefanie Davis, Deputy General

vital role in ensuring seamless service. Counsel and Ethics Officer, LSC, Anais Taboas, Program Counsel, LSC, Will
Gunn, General Counsel, LSC

Thanks to the dedication of this extraordinary group of volunteers, the Fayetteville Veterans
Legal Clinic provided Veterans with the stability and security they deserve. With continued
support, we hope to expand this initiative, ensuring more Veterans receive the legal help they
need to move forward with confidence. This clinic demonstrated the power of collective effort
and the commitment of Legal Aid and its partners to serving our Veterans. The impact of this
work was felt by all involved, and it will serve as a model for future Veteran legal clinics
nationwide.

1 Multi-disciplinary legal clinic 5 LSC-funded Legal Aid providers

120 Veterans served 26 volunteer attorneys




LYNDA WARE SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD

Allison Tank
MLP Paralegal

Allison Tank is our Medical Legal Partnership
Paralegal at our Little Rock Children’s office.
She joined Legal Aid in 2022.

The Lynda Ware Social Justice Award is given to a Legal
Aid support or administrative staff member who has
shown a commitment to access to justice for all people,
has helped Legal Aid significantly advance its mission,
and whose life and professional accomplishments serve
as an inspiration to others in the community. This award
is given in honor of a long-time staff member who
passed away in 2018.

RECENT RECIPIENTS

LYNDA WARE AWARD

David Bowman (2023)
MyKayla Ladd (2022)
Neyra Galvez (2021)

Kori Lancaster (2020)
Elizabeth King (2019)

STAFF RECOGNITION

VERSALEE WYATT ALTRUISM AWARD

Lindsey Schmeidler
Domestic Justice Attorney

Lindsey Schmeidler was a Domestic Justice
attorney in our Springdale Office. She joined
Legal Aid in 2021.

The Versalee Wyatt Altruism Award is given to a Legal Aid
attorney or paralegal who has shown exemplary
commitment to equal justice, has made a significant
contribution to the enhancement of the fair
administration of justice, and whose life and professional
accomplishments serve as an inspiration to the entire
legal profession. This award is in honor of a longtime
client board member who passed away in 2014.

VERSALEE WYATT AWARD

Lela Davison (2023)
Gaylynn Alden (2022)
Jason Auer (2021)
Andrea Walker (2020)
Kevin De Liban (2019)



FINANCIAL SUMMARY

The financial data was derived from Legal Aid’s financial statements. Our fina
are audited annually, and the statements are available upon request.

REVENUE
FUNDING AMOUNT % OF FUNDING

Legal Services Corporation $2,132,844.00 44%
Other Federal Funds $792,217.04 17%
State Funds $647,956.48 13%
Access to Justice Foundation $212,500.00 4%
Other Grants and Contracts $906,934.97 19%
Donations $107,158.56 2%
Other Revenue $27,526.04 1%
Total Revenue $4,827,137.09

EXPENSES

Salaries and Benefits $4,327,391.39

Program Expenses $554,655.75
Other Operation $0.00
Expenses

Total Expenses $4,882,047.14

B Salaries and Benefits (89%)
B Program Expenses (11%)

Legal Aid of Arkansas 15



BOARD MEMBERS

Legal Aid of Arkansas depends on its volunteer Board of Directors to provide oversight,
accountability, and high-level strategic planning. We want to thank our board members for their
guidance and insight. The Board Member information below is as of December 31, 2024.

BOARD MEMBERS

Annie B. Smith
Board Chair
University of Arkansas
School of Law

Maggie Benson
Washington County Bar
Assoc.

Lori Chumbler
Benton County Bar Assoc.

Steven Davis
Boone-Newton County Bar
AssocC.

Kimberly Edington
Independence County Bar
Assoc.

KaylLee Hayes
Hub of Hope

COMMITTEES

Ashlie Thacker
Vice Chair
NEA Family Crisis Center

Keisha Hazelwood
Jackson County Bar Assoc.

Michelle Pedro
Arkansas Coalition of
Marshallese

Donna Price

Van Buren County Bar Assoc.

Kathleen Talbott
Cross County Bar Assoc.

Curtis Walker
Blytheville Bar Assoc.

Pamela Haun
Secretary-Treasurer
Craighead County Bar Assoc.

Garry Ward
Servant's Heart Outreach

Rene Ward
East Arkansas Area Agency on

Aging

James White
Elaine Legacy Center

Amie Schoeppel Wilcox
Arkansas Bar Assoc.

Ronald Wilson
Crittenden County Bar Assoc.

Executive Committee

Maggie Benson, Lori Chumbler, Pamela Haun,
Annie B. Smith, Ashlie Thacker, Ronald Wilson

Search/Appointments Committee
Steven Davis, Pamela Haun, Ashlie Thacker,

Curtis Walker

Personnel/Client Grievance Committee

Lori Chumbler, Pamela Haun, KaylLee Hayes,
Amie Schoeppel Wilcox

Audit/Finance Committee
Lori Chumbler, Pamela Haun, Annie B. Smith,
Michelle Pedro



PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS

Legal Aid's Pro Bono program enhances our ability to provide equal access to justice for our
clients. We refer hundreds of cases every year to attorneys working in private practice and
corporations, and we depend on law students to help clients in our clinic setting. Legal Aid
appreciates the commitment to serving Arkansans that pro bono attorneys and law students
bring to our organization. We thank our volunteers for the contribution of their time and talents.

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

Storm Bruce Adams
Travis Adams

R. Dawn Allen
Nick Alvarez

Blair Arnold

Barry Baker
Shane Baker
Hunter Bedell
Maggie Benson
Matt Bishop
Tameron Bishop
John Blair

Brian Boczwaski
Nathan Bogart
Kelsey Boggan
Glenn Boukowski
Edward Boyce Il
Kelley Boyd

Don Brady Jr.
Micah Brandon
Colette Brashears
Abby Brenneman
Lauren Britton
Vicki Bronson
Autum Brooks
Christopher Brown
Patrick Brutus
Tiffany Burnett
Kim Burnette
James Burrus
George Butler Jr.
Vincent Chadick
Katherine Clements

R. Alan Cline
Robert Coleman
Mike Cone
Adam Courady
Colin Crawford
Marie A. Crawford
Michael Crawley
Eldon Cripps
Shea Crosby
Niki Cung

Greg Cuzick
Scott Davidson
Rhonda Davis
Steve Davis
Shayla Dawson
Mike Deloache
Drew Devenport
J. Carter Dooley
Megan Douglas
Jane Duke

Don Elliott Jr.
Tyler Farrar
Betsy Finocchi
Chris Flanagin
Katie L. Freeman
Russell Fusco
Robert Gatewood

Maggie Geren Hurt

Catelyn Gibbs
Robert Gibson
Joshua Goering
Lauren Graham
Jim Gramling Jr.

Douglas Gramling
Mary E. Green
Vincent E. Guest
Melody Guffey
Christina Hagel
Hunter Hanshaw
Time Harper
Chris Harris

Scott P. Harrison
Charles Harwell
Nick Hasenfus
Andrew Hatfield
Jennifer Haynes
Keisha Hazelwood
L. Kyle Heffley
Jim E. Hensley
Mauricio Herrera
Jacob Hill

Doug Hilling
Curtis Hitt

Kat Hodge

Curtis E. Hogue
David Hogue
James Hornsey Jr.
Kasper Huber
Chris Hussein
Brandi Ingelhart
Bradley Isbell
Jenny Jackson
David James
Christopher Jester
Greneda Johnson
Jamie Huffman Jones

Robert Jones
Martin Kasten
Christopher Kazanowski
Heather Kees
Caroline Kelley
Eun Sol Kim

David Koehler
Kristen Komander
Michael Lilly
Michael Luken
Terra Martin
Marcos Martinez
Paula Martucci
Sam Mason

Josie Mates

Bret Maurras
Mark Mayfield
Autumn McAnnally
Sidney B. McConnell
Timothy McDonald
Chad McFadyen
Corey D. McGaha
Joey McGehee
Craig Merutka
Westin E Meyer
Drew Miller

Donn Mixon

H. Clarke Mixon
Barrett Moore
Harry Truman Moore
M. Edward Morgan
Victoria K. Morris
Keith Morrison



VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS

Reid Murry
Andrew Nadzam
Carla Nadzam
Ashley Norman
Trace Northcross
Trae Norton

Chad Oldham
John Orlowski
Dakota Patterson
Vashti Persuad
William Prettyman
Donna Price
Dequeshia Prude-Wheeler
Ryan Pulkrabek
Jeffrey Puryear
Jennifer Quezada
McKenzie Raub

Nathanial William Reggish
Mason Reynolds
Kristin Riggan

Robert Riley

Chris Rippy

Drew Roberson

KC Roney

Margaret Rushing
Mallory A. Sanders
Clay Sapp

Mary Schneider

Amie Schoeppel Wilcox
Gail Segers

Jordan Sharp
Thomas Smith
Sainabou Sonko

Katie Sparrow

Emily Reed Stuart Spencer
Lisa Reeves Scott Stalker
LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

Sidney Stewart
Sloane Stine
Caleb Sugg
Blane Swain
Kathleen Talbott
W.H. Taylor

A.. Teotia

Larry Thompson
Dakota Thornbury
Ray Towne

Jim Tripcony
Scott Troutman
Robin Vail
Samantha Vital
Bill Waddell
Johanna Wade
Curtis Walker Jr.
Bill Watkins 1l
Dana Watson

Peyton Watts
Spencer Welch

Phillip Wells

Mary Whitaker

Lorie Whitby

Larissa M. Whittingham
Penny Willbourn
Todd Williams

Wade Williams
Wayne Williams
Ronald C. Wilson
Teresa Wineland
Jared Woodard
Jennifer Woodruff Douglas
Kimberly Young
Steven S. Zega

Dalton Acree
Madeline Amox
Aaron Dean Babcoc
Emily Baccam

Sadie Bauman
Brittany Bond

Kate Braboy
Gabriel Bromley
Mary Caffee

Caiara Callicott
Rachel De Castro
Norman Marshall Childress
Johanna Day

Olivia Dodson
Samantha Doss

Jissel Esparza
Grace Faulkenberry
Kaitlyn Flint
Hannah Frey
Bailey Gambill
Christopher Gerton
Hannah Gipson
Tyler Harris

Jaxon Henderson
Ashlyn Hoggard
Holliday Hull
Brandi Iglehart

MK Jackson

Kalua Kahana
Claire Kister

Ethan Lee
William Lockett
James Maclin
Callie Marsh
Lindsay Mast
Hunter McKenzie
Lilia Mendez
Kristen Minton
Kathryn Mizell
Marcus Montgomery
Tori Moore
Hailey Petit
Hailiey Polisano
Akil Purdy

John Reed

Jacob Ritchie
Chacey Schoeppel Wilcox
Caleb Scott
Ben Speight
Kristin Talens
Alexis Tarver
Madison Taylor
Kate Verbka
Elliot Walker
Amber Watson
Abriel Williams
Justyce Yuille

Volunteer names include attorneys and law students who provided case services, clinic work, and help desk services in 2024. We
extend our deepest gratitude to the volunteers who provided services but are not represented on this list.



DONORS

Legal Aid of Arkansas relies on the support of individuals, foundations, corporations, and the
local community to continue the fight for equal justice. We are grateful for every contribution.

DONORS

Circle of Friends for
Equal Justice

Up to $499
Hon. Raymond Abramson
John D. Alford
Robyn Allmendinger
Felicia Alvarez
American Online Giving
John Barttlet
Josh Bassarear
Maggie Benson
David Bowman
Shannon Brooks
Jordan Camp
Hon. Stephen Choate
Adam Conrady
Cory Crawford
Lela Davison
Kevin De Liban
Karli Donald
John Fletcher
Four States Greenhouse
Teresa Franklin
John and Kay Gallagher
Josh Gillispie
Jacin Hammett
Harris Law Firm
Fred Hart-Davis
Pamela Haun
Trevor Hawkins
Christopher Heil

Hon. Kenneth Hixson
Greg House

Jason M. Hatfield
Robert and Mary Jones
Joseph H. Purvis
Brandon Lacy

John B. Leflar

Legacy Law Firm
Adam Lentz

Caroline McCarty
Marlo B. Krueger
Kimberly Marquez
James Mclarty
Michael Mitchell
Cyndi Nance

Dr. Karama Neal
Network for Good
Louis Nisenbaum
Dana Nixon

Abigail Olberts
Chelsea Penn
Kathryn Platt

Susan Purtle

Grant Ragland
Kristopher Ramsfield
Emily E. Reber-Mariniello
Courtney and Chris Reed
Margaret Reger
Christine Remp-Henric
Misko Riklon

Ginger Risner

Joe Rogers

Cheryl Royer

Clay Sapp

Beth Shoupe
Shaneen Sloan
Johan Smaulen
Annie Smith
Jennie Stewart
Sherri Stewart
Anna Strong
Robert Tellez
Johnnie Washington
Henry Watkins
David Whitaker
Jordan Willcox
Don Williams
Gabrielle Williams
Kelly Williams
Jennifer Windelkin
Deric Yoakley
Charolette Zeuthen

Supporters for
Equal Justice
$500 - $999

Jason Auer
Erin Cassinelli

Hon. Christy Comstock

Jennifer Gardiner
Kutak Rock (FAY)

Lee Richardson

Luz Rivera

Amie Schoeppel Wilcox
Patti Stanley

Brooke Thompson
Dr. Sherry Thompson
Andrea Walker

Advocates for
Equal Justice
$1,000 - $4,999

Matthew Cameron
Lori Chumbler

Nick Hasenfus

The Payroll Company

Champions for

Equal Justice
$50,000+

Walmart Legal Team

We aim to honor every donor. We extend our deepest gratitude to donors who donated through Arkansas Access to Justice
Foundation, Facebook or other third-parties but are not represented on this list.



DONORS

JUSTICE CLUB MEMBERS

Justice Club members make monthly donations to Legal Aid, providing sustaining support for
our programs.

Jason Auer Teresa Franklin Susan Purtle Brooke Thompson
Maggie Benson Josh Gillispie Kris Ramsfield Dr. Sherry Thompson
David Bowman Pamela Haun Lee Richardson Andrea Walker
Shannon Brooks Elizabeth King Ginger Risner Kelly Williams
Matthew Cameron Adam Lentz Luz Rivera

Cory Crawford Caroline McCarty Beth Shoupe

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In memory of Rev. Ollie Neal Sr.

“My grandfather, Rev. Ollie Neal, Sr., passed away when | was six years old, so | am very grateful for the stories
about him that complement my early memories. He was from Mississippi and was drafted (with his brother Grover)
into the US Army during World War I. And while Granddaddy didn't get to complete elementary school, he valued
education for his family, ensuring his children went to school even when there was farm work to be done. My
grandfather was supportive of voting and of the vision and promises of the Lee County Cooperative Clinic (now Olly
Neal Community Health Center) and the 1971 Marianna economic boycott to push for fair economic participation.
Importantly, my grandfather and his family chose Arkansas when they moved from Mississippi in 1929. There were
multiple reasons for that choice, but one centered on his value for the rule of law. He felt the rule of law was better
respected in Arkansas, but then as now, it is difficult to reap the benefits of the rule of law if people don't have
access to civil legal aid. I am pleased to honor my grandfather, Rev. Ollie Neal, Sr. through my support of Legal Aid of
Arkansas since both LAA and my grandfather value Arkansas and the rule of law. Thanks to all at LAA for everything
you do!”

ADVOCATE WITH US

VOLUNTEER

Are you an attorney looking for rewarding volunteer opportunities? We
offer our volunteer attorneys significant benefits, including free continuing
education programs. Scan the QR code to register to become a pro
bono volunteer or visit us here

- Dr. Karama Neal

DONATE

Donations are the heart of Legal Aid. Please help us build a strong heart for
your community. Please donate today! Scan the QR code to make a
donation or visit us here

STAY IN THE LOOP

Something is always going on at Legal Aid! Subscribe to The Legal Aid Loop and
keep up with all of our newsworthy advocacy, clinics, and outreach events.
Scan the QR code to sign up for the Legal Aid Loop or visit us here



https://arlegalaid.org/donation-landing-page/donate-landing.html
https://arlegalaid.org/how-to-help/volunteer.html
https://arlegalaid.org/news-events/sign-up-for-our-newsletter.html

A YEAR IN REVIEW

Legal Aid of Arkansas and Arkansas Justice Reform
Coalition offered a Record Sealing Clinic on Saturday,
March 2, 2024, at the Levelz 2 Barber Lounge in
Fayetteville, AR.

Kris Ramsfield, Domestic Justice Attorney, and Jaden
Atkins, Economic Justice Attorney, table at the
ArkanSalsa Fest.

Legal Aid of Arkansas, Beyond Opioids Project, Center
for Arkansas Legal Services, and the 18th Judicial Drug
Court had a successful clinic on September 19th,
serving 55 individuals with their record-sealing process,
and drafting over 207 documents.

The Veterans Stand Down on August 28, 2024, took
place in Jonesboro, where Legal Aid staff and volunteers
were able to provide Legal services to Veterans.

On September 14th, Legal Aid staff, with the help of Forrest
City School District, the 1st Judicial District Circuit and
District Court clerks, University of Arkansas School of Law
student volunteers and staff, came together for a record
sealing event in Forrest City, serving 58 individuals.

Cory Crawford, Housing Attorney, talks with Cathleen
Lowe, former tax extern for Legal Aid, and Billie Padgett,
Veteran, from Beaver, AR, at the VA Mental Health
Summit on September 12th at the Botanical Gardens in
Fayetteville.



Legal Aid of Arkansas hosts an Estate Planning Clinic in
partnership with the NWA Black Heritage Association,
U of A School of Law & Wright, Lindsey, Jennings.

A YEAR IN REVIEW

On October 28, 2024, Walmart legal attorneys and Legal
Aid staff attorneys will volunteer their time at the Family
Clinic in Benton County.

Legal Aid of Arkansas LITC Director Jennifer Gardiner with
LITC Program Director Tamara Borland at the LITC Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C.

Legal Aid of Arkansas staff, U of A Law students, and pro
bono volunteers assisted dozens of individuals with
Name changes on October 25, 2024.

Pro Bono Week at UARK Law featured a panel
discussion with Lee Richardson (J.D. '87), executive
director of Legal Aid of Arkansas, along with his staff
members: Cory Crawford (J.D. "11), Jaden Atkins (J.D. '20),
Joshua Eide (J.D. "16), Casey Copeland (J.D. '04), Lindsey
Schmeidler (D) Attorney), and Heiling Ortega (Pro Bono
Coordinator).

Terry Davis, Legal Aid's Marshallese Interpreter, sat with
RMI Consul General, Anjanette Anjel, to discuss what civil

legal services Legal Aid of Arkansas offers the
Marshallese Community. And, spoke to high school
students and their families at Har-Ber High, distributing
flyers about domestic violence and orders of protection.



